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IV. THE INTERNATIONAL FOOD PROBLEM 
The famine conditions, due to underproduction and lack of adequate 
transportation facilities, so prevalent last year in many parts of the 
eastern hemisphere, especially in Europe, were greatly ameliorated 
during the period under review. Nevertheless Poland, Austria, Ar- 
menia, parts of Russia, Hungary, Italy and Czechoslovakia suffered 
from hunger and other privations. Urgent appeals for aid by the in- 
habitants of Poland, Austria and Armenia were made during Novem- 
ber and December. On January 4 the American Red Cross announced 
that out of a fund of $30,000,000 available for its work in 1920, it had 
set aside $15,000,000 for European relief and $1,250,000 to complete its 
program in Siberia. In discussing the financial needs of Europe Mr. 
Herbert C. Hoover on January 7 emphatically declared that outside 
of some dozen cities in central and southern Europe and in Armenia, 
Europe could feed itself. He also pointed out that the American 
people were spending $7,000,000 a month in feeding 3,000,000 children 
and fighting disease in impoverished Europe. He gave utterance to 
the same statements when he appeared before the Ways and Means 
Committee of the United States House of Representatives on Jan- 
uary 12 to endorse the recommendation of Secretary of the Treasury 
Glass that the House appropriate $150,000,000 for European relief. 
Mr. Hoover was of the opinion that by granting such aid to the starv- 
ing cities of central Europe the United States would "build up 
security for its $10,000,000,000 lent abroad". After a delay of seven 
weeks the House, by a vote of 283 to 12, authorized the United States 
Grain Corporation to sell 5,000,000 barrels of surplus flour to Poland, 
Austria and Armenia for " cash or credit ". The work of the Amer- 
ican Relief Administration was facilitated by the " food-draft-ware- 
house" plan. Warehouses were established in European cities where 
distress was particularly acute and orders on these warehouses sold 
in the form of food drafts. Statistics show that from December I, 
1918, to June 30, 1919, some 3,219,796 metric tons of food had been 
delivered to 21 localities as follows: Finland, 123,338 tons; Esthonia, 
14,065 tons; Latvia, 4,716 tons; Lithuania, 2,137 tons; Poland, 312,565 
tons; Germany, 778,924 tons; Holland, 24,552 tons; Denmark, 19,942 
tons; Belgium, 748,429 tons; northern France, 88,338 tons; Czecho- 
slovakia, 323,803 tons; Austria, 371,101 tons; Hungary, 633 tons; Jugo- 
slavia, 89,442 tons; Italy, 15,034 tons; Rumania, 216,666 tons; Bulgaria, 
22,831 tons; Turkey, 14,458 tons; Armenia, 31,060 tons; Russia, 15,077 
tons; Russian prisons in Germany, 2,685 tons. Shipments from Amer- 
ica included 2,133,874 tons of breadstuff s; 81,564 tons of beans and 
peas; 111,847 tons of rice; 288,300 tons of meats and fats; 71,360 tons 
of milk; 62,146 tons of cocoa and sugar; 30,063 tons of cloth; 450,642 
tons of miscellaneous supplies. The total value amounted to $770,- 
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795,000. The work of the Supreme Council of Supply and Relief has 
practically terminated. 

V. WORLD LABOR AND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES 
At the Congress of the International Trades Union Federation, 
held at Amsterdam during the first weeks of August, 1910, resolutions 
were adopted urging that the blockade against Russia and Hungary 
be lifted and that industry be socialized. Regret was expressed at 
the failure of the labor convention of the Peace Treaty to correspond 
with the Berne program (see last Record, p. 72); the latter pro- 
gram was repudiated by Samuel Gompers, President of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. A resolution favoring the League of 
Nations declared it should be founded on the will and cooperation 
of all people. — While this Congress was still in session the Inter- 
national Socialist Conference opened at Lucerne. Entente support of 
Admiral Kolchak, head of the All-Russian government (see infra, p. 
121), was condemned. The Conference seemed to entertain little hope 
of merging the Second and Third Internationalist organizations; the 
former, it was pointed out, aimed at a revolution by the majority in 
conformity with democratic principles, while the latter advocated im- 
mediate revolution by a minority. Revision of the peace treaty with 
Germany was also urged. — The International Association of Industrial 
Accident Boards held its sixth annual meeting at Toronto, Canada, 
on September 23-26, 1919. Discussion centered on five main subjects: 
defects in compensation legislation, administrative questions with 
special reference to direct settlements, status of interstate commerce 
employees under compensation, medical service and methods of im- 
provement, and accident and insurance statistics. — The first Inter- 
national Congress of Working Women convened at Washington on 
October 28; twelve nations were represented. The subjects discussed 
included employment of women in hazardous occupations, partic- 
ularly those which would injure their capacity for motherhood; pro- 
hibition of night work for men and women in all industries except 
those which require continuous operation by reason of public neces- 
sity; a 44-hour week; weekly rest of at least a day and a half; the 
non-employment of children under sixteen years of age and of minors 
at night in occupations injurious to their development. A resolution 
that one-half the delegates at the next International Labor Confer- 
ence be women was approved. — The first official International Labor 
Conference held in accordance with the provisions of the Versailles 
Treaty met at Washington, October 29-November 29; delegates were 
present from forty-one countries, Mr. Samuel Gompers and Secretary 
of Labor Wilson representing the United States unofficially. At this 
Conference, presided over by Secretary Wilson, organization was per- 
fected, a governing body created and an international labor office or 



